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A message from our President— 

 
Greetings to all our Cass Kickstart Supporters. 
 
We welcome new board member, Julie Herwick, 
Region 7 Teacher of the Year and English faculty 
member at Ross Beatty High School. 
 
This summer we are strengthening our ties with our 
networking host, CEDAM (Community Economic 
Development Association of Michigan), by 
facilitating a meeting with Director of Economic 
Initiatives Madeleine March-Meenagh in August.  
Cassopolis is one of 18 programs in Michigan which 
fund Child Savings Accounts for local students.  We 
are among the smallest groups, but also the hardest 
working, as we are all volunteers, and work without 
a large endowment.  This is why your contributions 
are so important to our cause!  Local financial 
support drives our programming and decision 
making.  Thank You So Much for continuing to 
donate to Cass Kickstart!! 
 

Margie Yarger, Board President 
 

 
Reflecting Back 

 
Our student savers continue to amaze us.  A little 
over $8,700 was deposited by students into their  
 

accounts this last school year.  A part of the 
reinforcement process at the elementary school 
level is the student writing their name on a paper 
coin and then “depositing” it in our wall piggy bank.  
This becomes quite the process as some students 
choose to cluster their coins month after month 
while others strive to place their coins higher than 
their classmates.  Whatever the logic, our piggy 
bank runneth over.   
 

   
 
 
Along with the student deposits we seeded a 
combined 69 incoming Transitional Kindergarten 
and Kindergarten accounts with $25 each. 
 
We provided $685 in TK-3rd Grade Incentives for 
Student of the Month & Kindness Winners.  And 
$6,472 to 4th-6th Grade students for classroom 
success in Reading, Math and Science.  And with the 
help of a grant from State of Michigan CEDAM, we 
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were able to provide $3,550 in student account 
rewards for parents and students setting up and 
logging into the student portals provided through 
our new software. 
 
Our student accounts now total more than 
$75,000!  This milestone could not have been 
reached without the support of our community.  
Thank You! 
 

Planning Ahead 
 

 As always, we have much work on the horizon.  
Providing Financial Literacy to our students and 
families as part of regular programming has always 
been a goal of our group.  We believe now is the 
time to put a plan into place.  We will be looking at 
age-appropriate programming and then looking for 
volunteers to assist in the classroom several times 
per year.   
 
We also have a need for a backup person for our 
accounting functions.  This responsibility has grown 
as we add an additional class of students each year. 
 
If you or someone you know would be interested in 
assisting in either of these areas, please reach out to 
a board member.   
 
 
Julie Herwick – New Board Addition 

 

 
Julie has taught English for 41 years, the last 25 of 
which have been at Cassopolis Public Schools.  She 
also taught composition and literature at 

Southwestern Michigan College, Indiana University, 
and Holy Cross College, in addition to teaching a 
Methods course for teacher certification candidates 
at Bethel College.  She is a mom to five daughters, 
and Nana to three grandchildren.  In her spare time, 
she reads, gardens, and travels when she can. 
 
Julie’s strong background will be a welcome 
addition to the Cass Kickstart Board.  As our oldest 
cohort will move into high school in two years, we 
will be looking ahead to any programming 
challenges that will present themselves.    

 
 
 
 
 
 

Cass Kickstart Board Members 
 

Becky Ellis  574-596-6689 
Morgan First     574-575-8498 
Julie Herwick  574-612-3250 
Becky Moore      269-377-4379 
Felomina Patton 312-402-1928 
Carmen Peake      574-206-3484 
Jim Ward     614-419-3381 
Donna Warren    269-635-1464 
Margie Yarger     269-445-3940 
 

Monthly Board Meetings 2nd Monday 5pm  
Cass District Library 

 
We are Proud to Partner with…. 

Cass District Library 
Cassopolis Public Schools 

Circle Federal Credit Union 
Southwestern Michigan College 

Village of Cassopolis 


