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A message from our President— 

Our Cassopolis students and their parents have 
been learning to use the new online portal to access 
their student savings accounts and make deposits 
electronically.  We are also pleased to have students 
from Southwestern Michigan College developing an 
ATM-like  system to help us integrate additional 
technology into our student deposit system   
 
Student deposits have continued strong throughout 
the winter months, and especially our younger 
elementary students are faithful savers each 
Deposit Day.  Many thanks to the families who are 
supporting our program with donations to their 
children’s accounts!  Donations can continue 
through the summer months by using the online 
portal, or by making deposits at our local Circle 
Federal Credit Union.   
 
Thank you for supporting our local school children in 
their efforts to save for their post high school 
education! 

Margie Yarger, Board President 
 

 
Welcome New Supporter -Cass 

Family Clinic 
 

The  Cass  Family  Clinic  is  the  newest  community     
 

 
 
 
 
organization to partner with Cass Kickstart.    
  
While meeting with CEO Joe Gavan, it was clear that 
they realize the strong relationship that education 
has with community health.  Cass Family Clinic has 
committed to providing the $25 initial seed for the 
incoming Kindergarten classes for the next 5 years.  
Kickstart Board member Jim Ward shared “We look 
forward to working with the Cass Family Clinic on 
many exciting opportunities ahead.”   
 

Introduction of Student Portals 
 
On February 4th we met with all 6th grade students 
and walked each through the process to access their 
Kickstart portal which provides detailed information 
on Deposits and Rewards, as well as Quarterly 
Statements reflecting interest earned, and 
additional information relevant to the student and 
grade level.  The ability to directly deposit to student 
accounts is an additional portal feature.     
 
Following this meeting, letters were sent home to 
parents where they could indicate their interest in 
gaining access to the student portals.  As a part of 
our State of Michigan CEDAM grant, we were 
allocated money to provide a $25 per student 
incentive for parents signing up and accessing the 
portal.  Cass Kickstart will then match that with an 
additional $25 if the parent logs into the portal the 
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following two marking periods after the initial log-
in.  Currently we have had 32% of the students’ 
parents request log-in access.  We are working to 
increase this interest. 
 
In talking with other Kickstart programs throughout 
the State, messaging and understanding of the 
program seems to be a common hurdle.  We 
continue to seek ways to communicate with our 
students and parents and will work to put additional 
access points in place in the coming school year.       
 
SMC IT Students Create ATM-like App 

for Middle School Deposit Days 
 

Earlier this 
year 
Board 
Member 
and SMC 
Board of 
Trustee 
Treasurer, 
Becky 
Moore met with SMC IT Professor Eric Clayborn to 
discuss the idea of creating an ATM-like App for 
Middle School and High School Deposit Days.   
 
Professor Clayborn presented the project to a small 
group of students and recently the idea was brought 
to life.  Like a bank ATM, it walks the student 
through a series of screens and a deposit is made. 
 
Here’s what the SMC students had to say about the 
project they developed: 
 
“It has been an incredible honor to be part of the team 
developing the Cass Kickstart to Careers ATM. As an IT student 
at SMC, the opportunity to transition from classroom theory to 
building a real-world application that serves our community has 
been the highlight of my studies. Seeing the software in action 
and knowing it will help students track their financial goals 
makes every hour of coding worth it." Patricia Hardy 

"Working on this program was a great experience because I got 
to support something meaningful while building my own skills. It 
felt good knowing the work I put in had a real purpose behind it 
and helped move the project forward. The experience showed 
me how impactful tech can be when it’s used to support a 

mission and create something genuinely valuable for 
others." Colton Hubbard 

“This was a pretty fun project to work on, and we were glad to 
be reached out to. It was our first time making a product for 
someone else to use, so it was an exciting experience."  Nathan 
Prim 

"Working on the Cass Kickstart project gave me a chance to 
apply what we’ve been learning in a more practical way. I spent 
time helping build and test parts of the project, and it showed 
how even small mistakes can impact how everything functions. 
We ran into a few issues, but working through them helped me 
get more comfortable with debugging and figuring things out 
step by step. Overall, it was a solid experience that helped me 
better understand how the process actually works, and I enjoyed 
working on the project every step of the way!" Jessica Wickey 

"It was great to see our IT students apply their skills in support 
of a local nonprofit organization like the Cass Kickstart to 
Careers Program. Working collaboratively, our students 
successfully tackled a large-scale project, gaining valuable real-
world experience in the process. Their efforts not only reinforced 
their learning but also provided meaningful support to the Cass 
Kickstart to Careers program, highlighting the strong connection 
between SMC and the community."  Professor Eric Clayborn 

Our CEDAM grant funds provided each student with 
a $250 gift certificate to the SMC Bookstore for 
purchases as they continue their education.   

 
Cass Kickstart Board Members 

 
Becky Ellis  574-596-6689 
Morgan First     574-575-8498 
Becky Moore      269-377-4379 
Felomina Patton 312-402-1928 
Carmen Peake      574-206-3484 
Jim Ward     614-419-3381 
Donna Warren    269-635-1464 
Margie Yarger     269-445-3940 

Monthly Board Meetings 2nd Monday 5pm  
Cass District Library 

 
We are Proud to Partner with…. 

Cass District Library 
Cassopolis Public Schools 

Circle Federal Credit Union 
Southwestern Michigan College 

Village of Cassopolis 


