CASS KICKSTART TO CAREERS

NEWS YOU CAN USE

JANUARY, 2026. Vol 11.

A message from our President—

Happy New Year to our Cass Kickstart supporters!
No you didn’t miss it .... We skipped our October
newsletter as we have had a busy fall getting a new
software package up and running so that our
students and parents can now go online to view
their account activity, and earn more interest on
their savings! A grant from the State of Michigan
funded the software conversion.

Cass Kickstart was on WNIT TV! Look below for the
link to our recent segment on public television. This
is our second appearance on the series “Education
Counts”. It features our local students bringing
donations to their accounts during December 1%
Thursday Deposit Day.

Margie Yarger, Board President
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As in past years, we begin with a
recap of the accomplishments of
2025!

67 New Accounts Seeded $25 each. Kindergarten
& Transitional Kindergarten (TK)

440 Active Student Accounts (TK through 6t
Grade)

$58,109 Total Student Account Balances 12/31/25
$10,534 Total Student Deposits
40% of Class of 2039 made a Deposit in October
38% of Class of 2038 made a Deposit in October

36% of Class of 2036 made a Deposit in both
March & April

NEW Record Deposit Day $968.10 September

549 Student Balances are Earning Monthly
Interest at 3.85% to 4.00%

$31,050 Local Contributions to the Program

$11,956 in State of Michigan Grants Received
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$1,337 Incentives Paid | TK — 3" Grade

$4,976 Incentives Paid | 4" — 6'" Grade Student
Reward Program

$11,956 Grant Award spent on Computer
Software and Conversion

$1,952 Total Other Program Expenditures
(supplies, etc)

SOFTWARE CONVERSION
SUCCESSFUL

Fall flew by as we worked to convert all of our
students, deposit data, and donors from Excel into
the Foundant C-Suite Software Program.

With this migration comes many new opportunities.

++ First and foremost, we no longer need to
maintain separate bank sub accounts for
each student. That data is now accumulated
within the software where each student has
their own fund. This then provides us the
opportunity to combine the assets for each
graduating class and invest in CD’s. Net
result --- the students now are earning 3.8%
- 4.0% annually rather than .0008. BIG WIN!!

%+ Beginning in January we will be providing
access to students as well as their families
through a system of portals. This will allow
them real-time information on their account
activity and balance.

++ Donor receipts can now be created and
emailed at the time the deposit is booked
and recognized.

CassKickstart.com | PO Box 63, Cassopolis, Ml 49031

WNIT Features Cass Kickstart to
Careers

Education Counts
D

In December, local PBS station WNIT visited Sam
Adams Elementary on 1% Thursday Deposit Day to
do a follow-up on their original broadcast from
several years ago. This is all a part of WNIT’s
continuing series Education Counts Michiana. To
get a good feel of the excitement of Deposit Days
you can view the current video as well as the prior
video on our website: www.casskickstart.com. Click
on How The Program Works and then Videos, or you
can view the current broadcast using this link:

https://youtu.be/GR3sSzNbPfA

Cass Kickstart Board Members

574-596-6689
574-575-8498
269-377-4379
312-402-1928
574-206-3484

Becky Ellis
Morgan First
Becky Moore
Felomina Patton
Carmen Peake

Jim Ward 614-419-3381
Donna Warren 269-635-1464
Margie Yarger 269-445-3940

Monthly Board Meetings 2nd Monday 5pm
Cass District Library

We are Proud to Partner with....
Cass District Library
Cassopolis Public Schools
Circle Federal Credit Union
Southwestern Michigan College
Village of Cassopolis
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