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A message from our President— 

 
Our Big News is the Sustainability and Innovation 
Grant that we have received from our parent 
organization, CEDAM (Community Economic 
Development Association of Michigan), which will 
allow us at Cass Kickstart to move our accounting 
and financial records to a national database called 
Foundant C Suite.  This software has an online portal 
for Cassopolis parents and students to use when 
depositing or reviewing their savings accounts.  See 
the article below for more information.  Transfer of 
data will begin in late September.  Funds will 
continue to be held locally at Circle Federal Credit 
Union.   
 
Plans to include Squires Middle School students who 
are in the 6th grade, also continue on track for this 
fall. 
 
Enjoy these lovely, warm summer months. 
 
 

Margie Yarger, Board President 
 

 
Nearing the $50,000 Mark 

 
Another school year has come to an end, and our 
student accounts have passed the $49,000 mark and  

 
 
are on their way to $50,000.  The “Let’s Finish 
Strong” initiative was successful again this year in 
encouraging consistent depositing. 
 

  
 
Students who made a deposit in both April and May 
were entered into a drawing with the winner 
receiving $50 added to their account, along with a 
$50 gift certificate from either Dussels Farm Market 
or Hardings Market and a pink stuffed pig.  Grade 
winners were: 
 
5th Grade: Dane Boynton 
4th Grade:  Emmett Osborn 
3rd Grade:  Ranger Nolan 
2nd Grade: Olivia Hertsel 
1st Grade: Davina Warren 
Kindergarten & Transitional Kindergarten:  Genesis 
Wicker 
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Congratulations to all of our Super Savers! 
 
 

Welcome Bags Prepared 

 
It is that time of year when we begin preparations 
for welcoming our incoming Transitional 
Kindergarten and regular Kindergarten students, 
along with any move in students to the Cass 
Kickstart to Careers program.  We will attend  school 
open houses to spread the word and educate 
families and students about our program.  
Additionally, Welcome Bags are prepared and 
distributed.    Various items are included in the bags 
including a Circle Federal Credit Union piggy bank, 
McDonald’s Gift Certificate, Cass District Library 
pencil, Southwestern Michigan College 1st Thursday 
Deposit Day reminder refrigerator magnet and 
additional items.  We would love to add additional 
items.  If you or your business would be interested 
in contributing, please reach out to a board 
member listed below.  Items always needed for 
Kindergarten such as crayons, erasers, pencil boxes 
or gloves or a change of socks would be great 
additions to the Welcome Bags!  Gift Certificates 
can always be included as well. 

 
CEDAM Grant Award Received 

We’re thrilled to share that we’ve received an 
Innovation & Sustainability grant from @CEDAM!  
The grant is designed to help organizations like ours 

strengthen the long-term impact of their 
established children’s savings account (CSA) 
programs.   
 
CSA programs engage students early in their 
educational journey by enrolling them in a 
community-based savings account where, alongside 
their families, they are encouraged to save and plan 
for the postsecondary pathway that’s right for 
them. 
 
Our program has already made a meaningful impact 
in the lives of Cassopolis students.  Thanks to this 
funding, we’ve been able to evaluate software 
programs suitable for resolving the students fund 
accounting challenges along with a communication 
portal to engage both students and their families.  
We’ve selected a software solution and have been 
placed on their schedule.  Implementation and 
transition of data will take place beginning the end 
of September and should be completed in 2-3 
weeks.  
 
We’re grateful for CEDAM’s support and excited for 
what’s ahead!  
 

Cass Kickstart Board Members 
 

Becky Ellis  574-596-6689 
Morgan First     574-575-8498 
Becky Moore      269-377-4379 
Felomina Patton 312-402-1928 
Carmen Peake      574-206-3484 
Jim Ward     614-419-3381 
Donna Warren    269-635-1464 
Margie Yarger     269-445-3940 

Monthly Board Meetings 2nd Monday 5pm  
Cass District Library 

 
We are Proud to Partner with…. 

Cass District Library 
Cassopolis Public Schools 

Circle Federal Credit Union 
Southwestern Michigan College 

Village of Cassopolis 


