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A message from our President—

Wow, only 2 months left in the school year! We all
need to encourage our students to make deposits as
part of our "Finish Strong" initiative! Cass Kickstart
will be rewarding the lucky winners in our drawing!

There is a new video available on the Cass Kickstart
website, which explains our program and includes
wonderful graphics! Many thanks to board member
and Sam Adams Kindergarten teacher, Morgan First,
for her Great Work in preparing this helpful video!
Click on the link below to see the video.
https://casskickstart.com/wp-
content/uploads/2025/03/invideo-ai-1080-Cass-
Kickstart -A-Bright-Future-for-Cass-2025-03-

18.mp4

Our plans to incorporate Squires Middle School 6th
grade students in our Cass Kickstart program next
fall are moving ahead nicely. We have met with the
Squires teachers, who are receptive to our program,
and are planning to encourage our middle school
student savers!

A grant proposal to our Michigan parent
organization, CEDAM, is being prepared by Cass
Kickstart. The grant would cover the cost of
transferring our record keeping, and maintaining
student donations, to a software package called
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Outcome Tracker. The transition to the new
software would take place over the summer
break. Hopefully, the money will be forthcoming.

Onward!!

Margie Yarger, Board President

And Just Like That ....

And Just Like That .... We are quickly approaching
the end of another school year! Cass Kickstart
strongly believes that the 1%t Thursday Monthly
Deposit Day is a significant foundation of our
program. Unlike many larger programs that only
sponsor one or two deposit days each year, being
small and having the support of the Cassopolis
School District allows us to consistently provide that
reminder and interaction as students make their
way to the Cass Kickstart Bank and make their
deposits each month.

As to be suspected, we have students that we see
each and every month, and those that only
occasionally make deposits as family finances allow
or parents and family have the time to prepare and
send in a deposit.
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Some highlights of our Deposit Days this school
year:

October 2024 holds the Kindergarten class record
with 47% of the students making a deposit that day.

March 2025 holds the 1t Grade class record with
36% of the students making a deposit that day.

January 2025 holds the Transitional Kindergarten
class record with 29% of the students making a
deposit that day.

And November 2024 was our largest ever amount
deposited -in total $751.51.
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Securing Office Space

A big “Thank You” goes out to Superintendent
Ritzler, the Cassopolis School Board and Sam Adams
Principal Preston. We have been granted office
space inside the High School to store our computers,
printers and additional office supplies and student
reward and incentive goodies. This was much
needed and allows us to have everything in a central
location with several board member having access
allowing for long-term continuity as board members
leave and new ones are appointed in future years.
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Finish Strong Initiative

To encourage students to Finish the school year
Strong and thinking about their futures we are again
offering a Finish Strong Initiative.

Cass Kickstart
“LET’S FINISH STRONG” INCENTIVE

Deposit to Win

Make a deposit in
both April and May to
be entered into the

Drawing Details
The drawing will take
place at the end of
the year assembly in

One winner will be
chosen from each

drawing. June.

*  Prizes Galore

Each winner will receive:
* $50 deposited into their Cass Kickstart Account
* $50 gift certificate

o A Cass Kickstart Pink Stuffed Pig.

Cass Kickstart Board Members

Becky Ellis 574-596-6689
Morgan First 574-575-8498
Becky Moore 269-377-4379

312-402-1928
574-206-3484

Felomina Patton
Carmen Peake

Jim Ward 614-419-3381
Donna Warren 269-635-1464
Margie Yarger 269-445-3940

Monthly Board Meetings 2nd Monday 5pm
Cass District Library

We are Proud to Partner with....
Cass District Library
Cassopolis Public Schools
Circle Federal Credit Union
Southwestern Michigan College
Village of Cassopolis
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