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A message from our President—

Many thanks to the numerous donors who helped
Cass Kickstart reach and surpass our matching grant
goal of $10,000 with another $11,100 in individual
donations!! Your generosity will have a great impact
on our local students’ education over the next
several years! By teaching them the long-term
benefits of saving for their post-secondary
education, whether it be trade school or a 2 or 4
year college experience, their future success is
ensured!

As we head into the new year, our focus will be on
incorporating our Squires Middle School students
into Cass Kickstart. We have plans to meet with the
Squires teachers, who will share their insight on how
to best motivate 6™ through 8t grade students to
save for the future.

Stay warm, folks, and thanks again for your
continuing interest in the future of our local

students!

Margie Yarger, Board President

Transitional Kindergarten (TK)
Students Added

Since inception, Cass Kickstart to Careers has
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typically opened and seeded $25 to all incoming
Kindergarten students who arrive at Sam Adams
anytime during their Kindergarten year. Earlier this
school year, Transitional Kindergarten teacher Mrs.
Bueche asked if we could include the TK students.
The Kickstart Board discussed and in October
opened and seeded with $25 an additional 14
students. These students will not be seeded again
as they progress into kindergarten, however, Sam
Adams staff and the Kickstart Board agreed that an
additional year of promoting the program and
saving by the students is nothing but positive. We
truly now have EVERY student at Sam Adams
Elementary enrolled in the program!
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2024 Year In Review

76 New Accounts Seeded $25 each. Kindergarten
& Transitional Kindergarten (TK)

366 Active Student Accounts (TK through 5t
Grade)

$39,015 Total Student Account Balances 12/31/24
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$8,627 Total Student Deposits
47% of Class of 2037 made a Deposit in October
34% of Class of 2036 made a Deposit in November

15 Students Balances are Large Enough to Earn
Monthly Interest

$35,570 Local Contributions to the Program
$7,850 in State of Michigan Grants Received
$915 Incentives Paid | TK — 3" Grade

$1,923 Incentives Paid | 4t" — 5t Grade Student
Reward Program

$7,484 Grant Award Spent on Computer
Equipment

$813 Total Other Program Expenditures (supplies,
etc)

$10,000 Matching Grant Update

Thanks to our incredible supporters, we were able
to match Dr. Fred Dean’s matching grant and then
some. In addition to Dr. Fred Dean’s $10,000, Cass
Kickstart to Careers received $11,100 in
contributions during November and December. We
asked Dr. Dean how he views Cass Kickstart and the
impact on our community. He responded, “l saved
money very early on to fund the college education
of my children, and was surprised how helpful it
was. It is amazing what these young children will
learn from the actions and support of their
community.”

We repeat, Cass Kickstart could not be more proud
of its community supporters who have incredible
generosity and have stepped up annually to make
this program a huge success!
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Kickstart Founder Ruth Andrews
Steps Away

With regret the Cass Kickstart to Careers Board
accepted the resignation of founder Ruth Andrews
in December. In parting Ruth shared that Kickstart
had surpassed her small expectations. She was
attracted to the idea to help students save money
and equalize the playing field between the haves
and have nots, and believes there is a sense of
justice in what we are accomplishing.
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Monthly Board Meetings 2nd Monday 5pm
Cass District Library

We are Proud to Partner with....
Cass District Library
Cassopolis Public Schools
Circle Federal Credit Union
Southwestern Michigan College
Village of Cassopolis
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