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A message from our President— 

The school year is well underway now, and we had 
a record number of student savers at Sam Adams 
Elementary, who deposited money into their 
accounts this month!  After Cass Kickstart board 
members had a motivational meeting with the Sam 
Adams faculty a couple of weeks ago, their help in 
reminding the students to bring in contributions 
made a Big difference in this month’s turnout.  
Teachers are our primary link to the student savers 
and their families.  We Greatly Appreciate their help 
in motivating their students to save each month for 
the students’ post high school education! 
 
A fall fundraising initiative for Cass Kickstart will get 
underway soon.  Please see details in this 
newsletter.  Thank you for your continued support! 
 

 
Margie Yarger, Board President 

 

 
Back to School Open House  

 
On August 21st, Cass Kickstart greeted students and 
parents at the annual Sam Adams Open House.  
Board Members fielded questions and accepted 
deposits with a match of up to $5 per student.  
Thirty-one student families made deposits totaling 
$298.  With the generous support of our donors, 
Cass Kickstart provided matching dollars of $151.   

 
 

57 Kindergarten Students Enrolled 
 

On August 27, Cass Kickstart introduced the Child 
Savings program to 57 incoming Kindergarten 
students at Sam Adams.  Each student was provided 
a Welcome Bag explaining the program and 
including the following: 
 

A Circle Federal CU piggy bank 
Cass District Library pencil 

McDonalds Happy Meal Certificate 
Southwestern Michigan College 1st 

Thursday Deposit Day refrigerator magnet 
Stickers and a gold coin 

 
Additionally, 22 newly enrolled to the Cassopolis 
School District 1st-5th grade students have also 
received information and Welcome Bags. 
 
If you or your organization have any ideas for 
additional Welcome Bag contents, please contact a 
Cass Kickstart Board Member. 
 
 

Deposit Day Activities Added 
 

Starting in September, we have incorporated our  
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Super Savers Piggy Bank 
into the Deposit Day 
activities.  The Super 
Savers Piggy Bank is 
mounted on the entrance 
wall next to our Cass 
Kickstart Bank Façade.  
Students with deposits on deposit days are 
encouraged to write their name on a sticky backed 
tan paper circle representing a coin and placing it in 
the Super Savers Piggy Bank.  We look forward to 
“filling” the piggy bank throughout the year.  This is 
just one more form of interaction between the 
students and reinforces the idea of saving.   
 

New Record Set !!! 
 

 
We have initiated a new contest for First Thursday 
Deposit Days between grade levels.  The grade level 
with the highest number of students making a 
deposit will receive a small treat for every member 
of the grade level.  September’s winner was 1st 
Grade with 31% of the 58 students making a deposit 
and receiving mini fall cupcakes.  October’s winner 
was Kindergarten with 27 of the 58 students, or 47% 
making a deposit and receiving Halloween 
decorated cookies.  47% is the highest participation 
level by a single grade to date!  Additionally, 25% of 
all students at Sam Adams made a deposit on 
October First Thursday Deposit Day. 
 
 

 
 

$10,000 Matching Grant Awarded 
 

In this upcoming Season of Giving, Cass Kickstart is 
thrilled to announce that Dr. Fred Dean, a supporter 
of Cass Kickstart since its inception, is funding a 
$10,000 Matching Grant.  Dr. Fred Dean’s generosity 
and ongoing commitment to Cass Kickstart have 
helped our program grow dramatically!  Now that 
we support all students at Sam Adams Elementary, 
and are preparing to bring our program into Squires 
Middle School, our needs continue to grow.  Thank 
you, Dr. Dean, for funding a new challenge grant for 
Cass Kickstart! All contributions made to Cass 
Kickstart between November 1 and December 31, 
2024 will be matched dollar for dollar by Dr. Dean’s 
Grant.  If you or others you know support this effort, 
now is the time to make your contributions count!   
 
Cass Kickstart could not be more proud of its 
community supporters who have incredible 
generosity and have stepped up annually to make 
this program a huge success!  

 
Cass Kickstart Board Members 

 
Ruth Andrews  269-519-4589 
Becky Ellis  574-596-6689 
Morgan First     574-575-8498 
Becky Moore      269-377-4379 
Felomina Patton 312-402-1928 
Carmen Peake      574-206-3484 
Jim Ward     614-419-3381 
Donna Warren    269-635-1464 
Margie Yarger     269-445-3940 

Monthly Board Meetings 2nd Monday 5pm  
Cass District Library 

 
We are Proud to Partner with…. 

Cass District Library 
Cassopolis Public Schools 

Circle Federal Credit Union 
Southwestern Michigan College 

Village of Cassopolis 


