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A message from our President— 

The school year will be starting soon, and we are 
excited this year that Cass Kickstart will include all 
students enrolled at Sam Adams Elementary School!  
Every student will have a deposit only savings 
account in their name, at Circle Federal Credit Union 
with funds earmarked for post-secondary education 
expenses.   
 
Recently, a presentation about Cass Kickstart was 
given at the August Cassopolis School Board 
meeting by myself and fellow board member, Jim 
Ward.  The program update was well received.  
Board members, teachers and administrators all 
endorse and approve of the work being done to 
encourage students to save for their future 
education! 
 

 
 
 
Cheers for a successful upcoming school year!   

 
Margie Yarger, Board President 

 

 
Kickstart Books  

 
The 2024-2025 1st Grade classes will have two new 
books on savings for the teachers and students to 
read.  Cass Kickstart is donating several copies of 
Save It by Cinders McLeod and Just Saving Money by 
Mercer Mayer to be available for the student book 
boxes in each classroom.  One book presents a 
charming introduction to simple money concepts in 
which a little bunny learns about the power and 
satisfaction that come with saving money.  Cass 
Kickstart believes financial literacy starts at a very 
young age.   
  

               
 

 
4th and 5th Grade Student Reward 

Program 
 

Last school year approximately 60 4th grade 
students had the opportunity to add up to $40 to 
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their Cass Kickstart accounts with the introduction 
of the 4th through 8th grade Student Reward 
Program.  Students were rewarded throughout the 
year for reaching goals in Math and Language Arts, 
writing an essay on what they wanted to be and a 
match for regular savings.  Of the possible $2,400, 
$1,577 was awarded.   
 
In the upcoming school year the program will be 
expanded to include both 4th & 5th grade students.  
4th grade students will again have the opportunity to 
earn $40 while 5th grade students will have the 
opportunity to earn $50 throughout the school year.  
 
 

Busy Next Few Weeks for Cass 
Kickstart Board  

 
Cass Kickstart to Careers will be very visible the next 
few weeks!   
                            

 
 
Wednesday August 21 : Sam Adams Open House 
from 5:30 to 7:00 pm.  Cass Kickstart will match up 
to $5 all deposits to Kickstart accounts made at the 
event. 
 
Sunday August 25 : Back to School Bash Clisbee Park 
Cass Kickstart will be there with the Penny Toss 
game meeting students and families. 
 
Monday August 26 : First day of school for the 2024-
25 school year. 
 

Monday August 26 : Kindergarten Open Houses at 
9:30 – 10:15 am and 2:00 – 2:45 pm.  Cass Kickstart 
will be on hand to educate families on the program 
and match all Kindergarten deposits made up to $5.   
 
Thursday September 5 : First Thursday Deposit Day 
grades Kindergarten through 5th.   
 
Tuesday October 1 : Meet with Sam Adams teachers 
to share information about Cass Kickstart and field 
questions. 
 
 

Cass Kickstart Board Members 
 

Ruth Andrews  269-519-4589 
Morgan First     574-575-8498 
Alisha McCoy  269-363-8358 
Becky Moore      269-377-4379 
Felomina Patton 312-402-1928 
Carmen Peake      574-206-3484 
Jim Ward     614-419-3381 
Donna Warren    269-635-1464 
Margie Yarger     269-445-3940 

Monthly Board Meetings 2nd Monday 5pm  
Cass District Library 

 
We are Proud to Partner with…. 

Cass District Library 
Cassopolis Public Schools 

Circle Federal Credit Union 
Southwestern Michigan College 

Village of Cassopolis 


